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Chapter 2 Origins of the Perennial Philosophy 

 

Where do the origins of perennial philosophy in the Catholic 
tradition originate from? Page 52 

 

 

What happened in the world at around 600 BC with regard to the 
awakening of thought? Page 53 

 

 

In order for the world to make sense, what two closely related 
questions need to be answered? Page 53–54. 

 

 

Can the world be intelligible if change is the only reality? Page 54 

 

 

What is the problem of the one and the many? Page 55 



 

How did the early Greek philosophers attempt to answer the 
question about change? Page 57 

 

 

How does the Pythagorean school of thought view the problem of 
change? Page 58 

 

 

How does the philosopher Heraclitus view the world? Page 59 

 

 

How does Parmenides view the world? Page 60 

 

 

Who are the Sophists? Page 62. 

 

 

How does Socrates argue against relativism? Page 63 

 

 

Does Plato discover the concept of universal and unchanging 
truth? Page 65 



 

Does Plato's view of Forms lead to a dualistic vision of reality? 
Page 67 

 

 

How does Aristotle’s philosophy differ from that of Plato? Page 68 

 

 

What is the difference between being and becoming? Page 69 

 

 

How does Aristotle explain change? Page 70 

 

 

What are substance and accidents? Page 71 

 

 

What are the nine different accidental properties? Page 72 

 

 

What is substantial change? Page 72 

 



What is the theory of hylomorphism? Page 74 

 

 

What does form give to matter? Paid 74. 

 

 

What is the difference between accidents and essence? Page 76 

 

 

How do species, genus in specific difference relate to the 
definition of what a substance is? Page 77. 

 

 

Why does change happen? Page 77 

 

 

What are Aristotle’s 4 causes? Page78 

 

 

What are the efficient and final causes? Page 79 

 

 



Are the transcendentals grounded in formal causality? Page 80 

 

 

What is Neoplatonism? Page 80 

 

 

How did Neoplatonism affect Augustine's journey into 
Christianity? Page 82–83 

 

 

How does nominalism and secondary causality relate to each 
other? Page 86 

 

 

 

 


